American Government and Economics
2017-2018 Syllabus
Teacher: Mr. Sargent, room N104C
Classroom website: www.sargenotes.com
Overview:
Welcome to American Government and Economics! This is sure to
be an exciting year (and full of political drama), and in this class,
you will work to become an informed and participating citizen of
this country.
For many young people, news reports about government and
politics can be confusing. However, as a member of a democracy,
you have to right to a say in how the government works and what
it seeks to accomplish. The first part of the year will focus on the
American government. You will learn about what it does, how it
works, and how you are both protected by it and protected from
it. You will come to understand your rights and responsibilities as
a citizen. And you will work to better understand your own
political beliefs and how those align with the people in charge.
You will also engage in debates and discussions about current issues facing our country.
The second part of the year will be spent studying economics. You, as a member of a free market society, have a
great deal of economic freedom. You can buy and sell what you want (with some restrictions, of course), and you
can decide your own career. You will learn about how thinking economically can help you make decisions about
these and many other things in your life. You will understand how our economy functions, why prices change, and
how we are linked to the rest of the world through trade and investment. Most importantly, you will learn how to
approach your decisions, both economic and social, and how to find the best answer for you.
Textbook:
Civics. Yeah, that’s the whole title. Don’t believe me? Look at the picture above.
Class expectations:
Our political and economic systems require participation, so this class will function the same way. While there will
be some traditional learning opportunities, the majority of the class will be spent engaging in simulations designed
to get you thinking about government and economics. In these simulations, I put the responsibility on you to
figure out what you need to know to address the issues at hand. I’ll be here to help (and I love helping), but you
will learn how to tackle problems within a team setting. You must take personal responsibility for your grade in
this class. The more effort you give this class, the more you will get out of it this year and for the rest of your lives.
Homework:
Homework assignments will be posted on my web site and on the board daily. You are responsible for completing
the assignments prior to the next class meeting unless otherwise indicated.

Grading Policy:
You will be assessed in a variety of manners. Tests will consist of a combination of essays and multiple choice
questions. Other assessments will include project participation, presentations, simulations, and your ability to
analyze political cartoons, graphs, maps, and charts.
Grades in this class are determined by weighted categories. You may find that one assignment will make a big
difference in your overall grade, while other assignments will not affect it very much. You need to keep up with all
the work and make sure that you are in a good position to maintain a good grade throughout the year. The
breakdown is as follows:
Summative assessments (tests, projects, etc.): 60%
Formative assessments (quizzes, MindTap activities, etc.): 30%
Spot checks (study guides, flashcards, etc.): 10%
Participation:
I expect you to contribute to class discussions and participate effectively in class activities. Many of our classes will
be discussions and/or debates on the topics listed in the course outline on the following page. Also, the
simulations we will do require everyone to participate equally to achieve a group understanding. In order this to
work, your preparation and participation are critical. After all, if we are studying how a democracy functions, we
should practice democracy in the class.
Honor Code:
All students in this class will abide by an honor code. I will not tolerate any cheating, stealing, sharing of
information outside of established guidelines, or plagiarism. Any infractions will be dealt with according to school
policies.
Technology Policy:
It is a wonderful gift that MHS gives every junior and senior a laptop, but it is also a great responsibility in a
challenging classroom. I strongly discourage you from using your laptop in class to take notes. We will be using
them periodically to do research or participate in online simulations, but your notebooks are still the best place to
put all your notes. If computer use becomes a problem, I will speak with you individually.
Cell phones are to be put away prior to entering the classroom. If you need to use your phone to complete an
assignment, please ask. Otherwise, tune out the rest of the world for a little while and focus on what you need to
do to be successful.
ICE-T:
You know this policy well by now. I don’t need to remind you of school rules, and I will not take class time to point
out ICE-T infractions. If you are not complying with the policy, expect that I will issue a level.
Government topics:
Foundations of Government
The Constitution
Rights and Responsibilities
Congress
The Presidency
The Federal Court System
Elections
The Political System
Paying for Government

Economics topics:
Economic Systems
Supply, Demand, and Prices
Personal Finances
Economic Challenges
The Global Economy
Career Choices

