AP United States Government
Chapter 10 Study Guide – The Media and Politics

Name: ________________________

Key Terms: On index cards, define the following terms.
1. Media
9. Public agenda
2. Social media
10. Spin
3. Managed news
11. Spin doctors
4. Yellow journalism
12. Microtarget
5. Electronic media
13. Selective attention
6. Selective information processing
14. White House press corps
7. Narrowcasting
15. Press secretary
8. Blogosphere politics
16. Agenda setting
Questions: Complete the following as you read chapter 10 in your textbook.
1.

How does the modern media-saturated world affect political decisions?

2.

Why is freedom of the press an important element of a free society?

3.

Describe how the following technological advances in media affected politics.
a. Politically sponsored news:
b.

Mass-readership newspapers:

c.

Popular press and yellow journalism:

d.

Radio:

e.

Television:
st

4.

How has electronic media changed information access in the 21 century?

5.

How have social media and the Internet changed political discourse?

6.

Describe the following functions of media.
a. Entertainment:
b.

Reporting the news:

17. Priming
18. Framing
19. Federal Communications
Commission
20. Media access
21. Bias
22. Racial profiling

c.

Identifying public problems:

d.

Socializing new generations:

e.

Providing a political forum:

f.

Making profits:

7.

What is the impact of television advertising in campaigns?

8.

How do campaigns manage news coverage of their candidates?

9.

Why is spin so important during a campaign?

10. How do televised debates affect the campaign season?

11. How do candidates use the Internet to target potential voters?

12. How do interest groups and other outsiders use media to influence the outcome of a campaign?

13. How much impact does media have on voters?

14. How does the use of prepackaged news alter the relationship between government and the media?

15. How has the relationship between media and the executive branch changed over time?

16. What role does the media have in setting the public agenda?

17. How can investigative reporting affect politicians and the political landscape?

18. What is the role of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)?

19. Why do some see media ownership as a source of concern?

20. In what ways can government control the content of broadcast media?

21. How has government control changed in times of national crisis?

22. To what extent does the public have the right to media access?

23. What evidence exists of media bias?

24. Does racial bias exist in modern media programming?

25. How might commercial bias affect how media covers the news?

